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sage on the subject.  I need not impress npon the Assembly
the need of passing this bill at once."

The secretary conveyed to the Speaker an intimation from
the Governor that if this were not promptly read the Gov-
ernor would appear in person and read it. The opposition
collapsed and the bill was taken up and passed by a large
majority.

The outcry against the bill had not been confined to
the bosses of the two parties who had united for its defeat
through the instinct of preservation. A large portion of
the press had also opposed it, treating it as a demagogic
measure, conceived in the spirit of unreasoning hostility
to wealth and advocated by Eoosevelt in the hope of gaining
popular support. As soon as it was passed, the party
bosses and the lawyers of the corporations affected, united
in impressing upon the Governor their profound convic-
tions that it contained inadvisable provisions in regard to*
the methods of levying taxation, urging him not to sign
it, but to wait a year until a more perfect measure could
be passed at the next session. The Governor had 30 days
in which to sign the bill. He told the objectors that he
agreed with them as to the defective provisions, but that he
would rather have it with them than not have it at all; that
he was not willing to trust to what might be done a year
later, and that he would, therefore, reconvene the Legisla-
ture in special session and seek to have the bill amended;
that if the Legislature declined to amend it, he would sign
it in its present form. On May 22, 1899, he issued a call
for a special session in which he set forth his attitude to-
ward the form of taxation embodied in the bill, in a state-
ment which is of permanent interest as showing the motives
which actuated him not only then but in other efforts in the
direction of governmental control and regulation which he
made a few years later as President of the United States:

"I am perfectly well aware, as Chief Justice Marshall
says, 'The power of taxation is the power of destruction.'
But this applies to every species of property. If dema-